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A4 Thursday, July 6, 1995 KJ''^ a The Washington Post 

Taxpayers Party Urges Christians to Prepare to Bolt GOP 

Dissident Seeks Third Party, Antiabortion Candidate From Republican Conservative Wing 




lated the laws of God with respect to 
abortion.” 

Conservative religious leaders say 
they are determined not to repeat 
their experience in the Reagan and 
Bush years, when they supported 
presidential candidates who sounded 
conservative themes but failed to act 
on them. 

Many conservative Christians say 
they have been encouraged in recent 
months because the Republican Con- 
gress has taken up their agenda on 
issues such as abortion, pornography 
on the Internet and a constitutional 
amendment on religious equality. 

“I’m pleased about where the par- 
ty leadership appears to be going on 
social and cultural issues,” said Gary 
Bauer, a former aide to President 
Ronald Reagan, who now heads the 
Family Research Council, a Focus on 
the Family affiliate. “But I under- 
stand the need for the pro-family 
movement to have options in case 
the party goes off the rails. ... I 
think all parts of the Republican co- 
alition ought to have fallbacks in 
case they’re taken for granted.” 

Paul Hetrick, vice president of Fo- 
cus on the Family, said that because 



the group is a nonprofit educational 
and religious organization with an 
IRS tax exemption, it is restricted 
from endorsing political parties or 
candidates. 

However, Hetrick said that no Re- 
publican nominee should take for 
granted the votes of religious and 
social conservatives because “those 
people care far more deeply about 
pro-life issues than they do about 
Republican politics. . . . And there 
very well may be a third party that 
emerges when the dust has settled.” 

The U.S. Taxpayers Party, which 
claims members in all 50 states but 
does not keep membership rolls, was 
founded in New Orleans in 1992. 
That year the party managed to get 
on the ballot in 21 states on a budget 
of less than $400,000, Phillips said. 

The group will hold its 1996 con- 
vention in San Diego, on the heels of 
the Republican National Convention 
there. In his memo, Phillips said that 
his party could then nominate Bu- 
chanan, Doman or Keyes as its can- 
didate should the Republicans pass 
them over. 




